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It is that time again! Time to let you know all about the last event.
On Wednesday May 10, 2006, approximately 200 geophysicists
and student geophysicists met in the ball room of Quincy’s on 7th
Ave for the 3rd Junior Geophysicists Forum (JGF). Once again, it
was a great success.

Taking into consideration all of the feed back from the first two
JGF events, we did our best to make the third event even better
by making a few changes. The most significant change was the
venue-we decided to move to the ballroom at Quincy's. The first
two JGF events were held at Ceili’s and the staff there did a
marvelous job. But unfortunately we outgrew the venue and
needed a better sound system. The new venue provided more
space, allowing people to spread out and mingle more freely.
Furthermore, the venue contained more seating allowing people
to engage in relaxed conversations. The sound system was also
better than at previous events since it seemed everyone could
hear the speakers better.

The feedback from the last JGF was clear-we need more food! Thanks to our generous sponsors,
you might say we “upgraded or super-sized” the food this time around. We added beef on a bun,
a make-it-yourself taco bar, cheese and fruit platters, veggie platters, and some chicken wings.
The food was great and it is safe to say, no one left hungry.

To start the evening we asked the juniors and students to come a few minutes earlier than the expe-
rienced geophysicists. During this time period, we had a quest speaker talk for a few minutes. Ron
Larson of Apache Canada Ltd. was kind enough to come out and talk briefly about his experience
with his first industry job and the value of networking. Ron explained that he has had many 'first'
jobs over his career, including his first job as an interpreter at an E&P company. Others included his
first job marketing, his first job at a processing company (but not as a processor), and his first job as
an interpreter in a consulting company. Ron stated that the moral of his story was “your resume does
very little for you, but your network does A LOT, and that means the best part of a career and the
part that aids in any transition, is the people you meet (especially the ones you don't irritate!). Also,
patience is a virtue. And, the network is not uni-directional”. Ron also advised the group that “if they
found a good mentor, stick to them like glue.” He used John Boyd of Boyd Petrosearch as an
example. Ron interviewed with John Boyd in the mid eighties when jobs for geophysicists were few
and far between. John advised Ron to “hang in there, we need young guys like you.” Ten years later,
John hired Ron to work at Boyd Petrosearch. Leaving on a humorous note, Ron’s final comment was
“...as a more senior person I'm reminding the more junior people that I'll be calling them in a few
years when my kids are all out of the house and I really want that three-day-a-week consulting gig.”
The JGF committee would like to thank Ron Larson for being our guest speaker. You did an awesome
job Ron!

After Ron addressed the juniors and students, the experienced geophysicists had arrived. Doug
Colvin (Talisman Energy Inc.) of the JGF committee welcomed the geophysicists on behalf of the
JGF committee and the sponsors. A lot of time and effort went into planning this event and defi-
nitely would not be possible without the sponsorship received. We would really like to thank
Encana Corporation, Burlington Resources, Canadian Natural Resources Ltd., Husky Energy
Inc., Pennwest Energy Trust, Petro-Canada Oil and Gas, Suncor Energy and Talisman Energy
Inc. for sponsoring the JGE. Many thanks to Oscar Lapid of Quincy’s and the great staff that
helped ensure that everything went smoothly.

Doug also thanked the Co-Chairs of the JGF, Carmen Swalwell and Mark Noble. Without their
vision and efforts there would not have been a JGF. Special thanks also went to the Outreach

Ron Larson, Apache Canada Ltd. —
Guest Speaker.
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